
Rural Health Transformation 
Program (RHTP) & Maine

Public Information Webinar

September 2025



Today’s Agenda

• RHTP Overview 

• Applying for RHTP

• Public Input on Maine’s Approach

• Q&A



RHTP Overview
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Rural Health Transformation Program (RHTP)
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• Created by H.R. 1 (July 2025)

• Maine projected to lose ~$5B in federal health funding over 10 years

• Rural health providers at risk; higher costs, more uninsured

• Federal initiative to bolster rural health

• $50B, time-limited funding (2026–2030)

• Distributed by the U.S. Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) to 

states with approved applications

• Distribution – two allocations

• $25B allocated evenly across all 50 states 
• ~$100M/year for the next 5 years for Maine

• Plan must be approved by CMS to access funds

• $25B allocated to a subset of at least 14 states at CMS’ discretion 

• There will be no “No-Cost Extensions” 

• Unused funds within specified time limits will be redistributed to other states
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Federal Goals
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Make rural America healthy again

Sustainable access

Workforce development

Innovative care

Technology innovation



Applying for RHTP



MEMBER-CENTERED  DATA-DRIVEN INTEGRITY  COLLABORATIVE  TRANSPARENT INCLUSION

CMS RHTP Timeline
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September
2025

Application 

Released

September 15:

Application released

September 23 & 24:

Informational webinars

October
2025

Application 

Formation

October 1: Maine’s 

online public comment 

period through website 

closes

Mid-Late October: 

Community Listening 

Sessions

November
2025

Submission 

Deadline

November 5:

Application due

December
2025

Awardee 

Decisions

December 31:

Awardee decisions

Q1 2026

Monitoring 

Begins

2026+: Continuous 

monitoring & support 

from CMS
September 17:

Maine launches 

public engagement 

process
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Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO)
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• NOFO released Sept 15 – Due Nov 5

• NOFO posted to Grants.gov: CMS-RHT-26-001

Application 
Requirements 

Proposed State plan

Specific proposed initiatives

Proposed policy changes

Implementation plan & timeline

Stakeholder engagement plan

Metrics & evaluation plan

Sustainability plan

5-year budget 

Governor’s letter of commitment

https://grants.gov/search-results-detail/360442
https://grants.gov/search-results-detail/360442
https://grants.gov/search-results-detail/360442
https://grants.gov/search-results-detail/360442
https://grants.gov/search-results-detail/360442
https://grants.gov/search-results-detail/360442
https://grants.gov/search-results-detail/360442
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Allowable Use of Funds
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Additional uses designed to promote sustainable access to high quality rural health care services, as determined by the Administrator

Prevention & 
Chronic Disease

Behavioral 
Health

Appropriate 
Care 

Availability

Provider 
Payments*

Capital 
Expenditures & 
Infrastructure*

Workforce

Fostering 
Collaboration

Innovative Care
Consumer Tech 

Solutions

Training & 
Technical 

Assistance
IT Advances*

* Funding limitations, outlined on slide 10   
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State Application Requirements
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Statutory 
Requirements

Strategic 
Alignment

Budget & 
Operations



Public Input on Maine’s Approach
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Developing Maine’s RHTP Plan
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The State is committed to pursuing an expeditious approach that 

directs these time-limited funds to areas that improve the health of 

rural communities through innovation and collaboration.

State-wide effort
• Maine Department of Health & Human Services (DHHS) 
• Governor's Office of Policy Innovation and the Future (GOPIF)
• Other state agencies
• Public engagement
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Community Engagement
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• Website 

o Public Comment

• Webinars

• Listening Sessions

https://www.maine.gov/dhhs/ruralhealth
https://www.maine.gov/dhhs/ruralhealth


Provide Your Input by OCTOBER 1 

Maine.gov/dhhs/ruralhealth



MEMBER-CENTERED  DATA-DRIVEN INTEGRITY  COLLABORATIVE  TRANSPARENT INCLUSION

For Additional Information 
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• CMS: CMS.gov/priorities/rural-health-transformation-rht-program/rural-

health-transformation-rht-program 

• CMS NOFO: Grants.gov/search-results-detail/360442 

• Maine RHTP: Maine.gov/dhhs/ruralhealth 

https://www.cms.gov/priorities/rural-health-transformation-rht-program/rural-health-transformation-rht-program
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